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Itâ€™s the revolutionary American history study guide just for middle school students from the

brains behind Brain Quest. Â Â  Â Everything You Need to Ace American History . . . covers Native

Americans to the war in Iraq. There are units on Colonial America; the Revolutionary War and the

founding of a new nation; Jefferson and the expansion west; the Civil War and Reconstruction; and

all of the notable events of the 20th centuryâ€”World Wars, the Depression, the Civil Rights

movement, and much more. The BIG FAT NOTEBOOKâ„¢ series is built on a simple and irresistible

conceitâ€”borrowing the notes from the smartest kid in class. There are five books in all, and each is

the only book you need for each main subject taught in middle school: Math, Science, American

History, English Language Arts, and World History. Inside the reader will find every subjectâ€™s key

concepts, easily digested and summarized: Critical ideas highlighted in neon colors. Definitions

explained. Doodles that illuminate tricky concepts in marker. Mnemonics for memorable shortcuts.

And quizzes to recap it all. The BIG FAT NOTEBOOKS meet Common Core State Standards, Next

Generation Science Standards, and state history standards, and are vetted by National and State

Teacher of the Year Awardâ€“winning teachers. They make learning fun, and are the perfect next

step for every kid who grew up on Brain Quest. Â 
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View larger              View larger              View larger              View larger           The Complete Middle

School Study Guide   The perfect next step for every kid who grew up on Brain QuestÃ¢Â€Â”the Big

Fat Notebook series: a complete study guide series for 6th through 8th grade students

thatÃ¢Â€Â™s like borrowing the notes of the smartest kid in class.       Smart Doodles with

Personality   Fun and funny doodles illuminate tricky lessons and incorporate visual learning.      

Kid-friendly Definitions and Diagrams   Kid-friendly vocabulary, clear definitions, and diagrams

visualize critical ideas.       Memorable Mnemonics   Mnemonics and helpful shortcuts help students

remember key concepts.

Gr 5â€“8â€”Billing itself as a comprehensive study guide, this book has the appearance and content

of a good set of student notes. Pages are ruled like notebook paper, and the font looks like hand

printing. Chronological "units," divided into shorter chapters, closely follow the content arrangement

of many American history texts, from the earliest human inhabitants of North America to the Iraq

War and Obama's election. Rothman summarizes the main concepts and details of the themes,

events, and important people and dates of U.S. history, devoting about a paragraph to each topic.

The limited interpretation and analysis are consistent with mainstream historical thought and

scholarship. Organization is student-friendly, with headings in green type, key history information in

blue, and yellow-highlighted general vocabulary terms that are defined in adjacent boxes. Sidebars

provide limited supplemental information, and there are numerous maps but no index. The few

illustrations look like student doodles and usually have a humorous take on history. "Check Your

Knowledge" questions end each chapter and are answered on following pages. More textbook

content-oriented than various editions of Kenneth C. Davis's "Don't Know Much" series overviews of

American history, this book is exactly what it claims to beâ€”a study guide. More volumes, covering

science, world history, and other subjects, are publishing simultaneouslyâ€”all titles meet Common

Core State Standards. VERDICT Best suited for students looking to sharpen history skills and

bolster their confidence.â€”Mary Mueller, Rolla Public Schools, MO

From the editors of BRAIN QUEST: Americaâ€™s #1 educational bestseller! This BIG FAT

NOTEBOOK makes all the stuff you learn in school â€œSINK INâ€• withkey conceptsmnemonic

devicesdefinitionstimelinesand doodlesto help you get BETTER GRADES! Â  Including:Native

American CulturesThe 13 ColoniesThe Louisiana PurchaseBurr vs. HamiltonThe Civil WarThe

Industrial RevolutionWorld War IThe Great DepressionPearl Harbor to D-DayThe Civil Rights



Movement9/11 and more

I like the contents -- great synopsis of many events. Some of the order is a little questionable, but

isn't that always the case? The construction of the actual book is a little weak ... I feel that I need to

take care to not open it too far or the binding will break.

Excellent book for review and teaching. Your young student will enjoy it.

I have read this book with my 8th grader and I love it. It touches on every point that she is being

tested on and the format is so easy to read. I love all the information provided and plan on reading

this myself just to keep things fresh in my brain. Highly recommend this if you want a Cliff Notes for

American History for your 8th grader.

Exceedingly informative and exemplary format. User friendly and a phenomenal historical resource

applicable to ages 11 and beyond. We've purchased 3 because immediately upon sharing with

friends and family generally results in me supplying them with my personal copy.

I bought the whole series of books to have at home after my principal purchased them at the school

I work at. They are fantastic and my kids love them. My 12 year old son asked if he could have his

own copy of the Math one, he loves it so much.

Teaches what is being ignored in schools. Non-controversial and complete.

I love this book. It matched our curriculum exactly and the students love reading from it. My students

also enjoy the easy to understand graphics. I loved it so much, I purchased another one for my

co-worker for her students.

I think the format of this book is interesting, as it is written like a diary, or someone who took notes

during class. So, it is really personable. The thing I didn't like about it is with History, you can write it

in more of a story form and it's just better that way, but overall a cool book, with tons of info in it!! I

like this better than I did the English, but that could be because parts of speech just aren't as

interesting. :)
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